Americana Estates Homeowners Association (“HOA”)
Supplemental Architectural Guidelines

The Architectural Review Committee (the “Committee”) for the Americana Estates Homeowner
Association (the “HOA”) recommends that any lot owner or prospective lot owner in our
community review the Declaration of Covenants dated September 28, 2004, as amended on
September 15, 2015 and June 14, 2016 (collectively, the “Covenants”). The Covenants require
that lot owners obtain approval from the HOA for any new home or other improvements they
wish to construct upon their lot(s) within Americana Estates.
To assist in a successful submission of plans for approval, the Committee oﬀers the following
guidelines, in addition to the Covenants, that will be used to evaluate any proposed house
plans and landscaping plans for Americana Estates.
House Plans
1. Front elevation shall be at least 70% brick and/or stone. If the proposed architectural style
does not lend itself to that quantity of brick/stone on the front elevation, the committee will
consider approval of plans that transfer a portion of the required amount of brick/stone to
the side and/or rear elevations of the home.
2. All fireplaces on the exterior elevation shall be full masonry with a concrete or stone
chimney cap.
3. The color of the exterior materials (brick/stone/siding) of the proposed home must be
substantially diﬀerent from any of the existing homes “visible” from the proposed home.
Visible shall be defined as the lots directly adjacent, across the street, and to the rear, and
shall include the lots that are diagonal to the proposed home.
Color duplication visible from the front elevation shall be avoided. Neutral colors for siding
such as white, tan, taupe, gray, and brown are encouraged. Unique or unusual siding
colors such as blue, yellow, peach, etc. will receive greater scrutiny for harmonious
appearance with existing homes.
It is the Committee’s intention to avoid color duplication visible from the front elevation so
that each custom home in Americana Estates maintains its unique, custom appearance. As
such, if the proposed front elevation has a substantial amount of siding, the color must not
be in the same color family of any visible existing homes that also have a substantial
amount of front elevation siding. If an existing home visible from the proposed home has a
full (or nearly full) masonry front elevation, the Committee will consider approval of similar
neutral colors for the proposed home.
4. The style of stone of the proposed home must be substantially diﬀerent from any of the
existing homes visible (“visible” shall be defined as primarily adjacent and behind and/or
across the street but may include homes adjacent to those across the street). Substantially
diﬀerent shall be defined as a diﬀerent size, shape, texture and/or stacked pattern.
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5. The style of architectural elements on the front elevation such as the front door and its
related windows, columns, railings, awnings, etc. must be substantially diﬀerent from any of
the existing homes visible (“visible” shall be defined as primarily adjacent and behind and/
or across the street but may include homes adjacent to those across the street).
Landscaping Plans
For the landscaping plan, in addition to the minimum monetary requirement of $10,000 (or 2%
of the total cost of construction including lot cost whichever is greater), the Committee shall
also be reviewing the plan for compliance with the following.
At least one evergreen trees of not less than 5’ in size in the back yard.
The back yard shall have not less than 2 trees.
At least two deciduous trees of not less than 2” caliper in the front yard.
The front yard shall have not less than 3 trees (one of which may be the parkway tree).
Deciduous trees shall have a minimum 2’ diameter manicured landscape bed at grade.
Bushes shall be at least 5 gallon size or larger.
Perennial grasses and other ornamental landscaping species shall be at least 3 gallon size or
larger.
The plan should include natural screening for air conditioning units and other mechanical
equipment.
The landscaping plan must include significant plantings for all four elevations of the home.
The front edge of landscape beds shall measure at least 3 feet away from the elevation of the
home to allow for mature growth.
Mailbox Requirements
In order to maintain the appeal of the luxury development of Americana Estates, the
Association determined in 2005 that each home is required to have a uniform mailbox
installed and thereafter maintained, both at the homeowner’s expense.
The mailbox should be ordered by the homeowner (or their builder) from US Post
Company, 2701 N. US Highway 12, Suite A, Spring Grove, IL 60081, 815.675.9313. Our
current contact is Mr. Lance Parent at Ext. 101. The current installed price is $450.00; the
homeowner may, but is not required, to be home at the time US Post Company
completes its installation.
Attached is the original tear sheet for the required “Frankfort” T2 (larger size) style; the
new specifications include an aluminum newspaper box, decorative support and post
rather than steel (little or no rust). The mailbox itself remains steel for strength and
durability.
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The US Post Oﬃce requires installation of the mailbox on only one side of the street
which may be across the street from your home.
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